Pressures of Leadership 1
Exodus 3:1-14 & 5:22-23

It is a privilege to be with you. You all carry the responsibility of leadership. Some of you have done that for many years. There are inevitably pressures in being a leader of God’s people. I have chosen passages that will help us reflect on some of those pressures through the life of the greatest spiritual leader in the history of Israel until the coming of the Lord Jesus. 

The ministry in which we are engaged brings many challenges. We have the pressure of those denominations that reject as inappropriate and unnecessary any attempt to proselytise or convert Jewish people. We have the joint statement of the US Conference of Catholic Bishops and the National Council of Synagogues that states that Catholics should no longer try to evangelise Jews, because “they already have a saving covenant with God.” We have those who suggest that those who seek to share the gospel with Jewish people are guilty of spiritual arrogance and religious imperialism, and the suggestion that Jewish evangelism is the final solution by some other means.  

We find among many evangelicals a commitment to two covenant theology and suggest that supporting the State of Israel replaces any need to tell Israelis about Jesus. Others maintain that we can simply wait until the Messiah returns and then all Israel will be saved, so that excuses us from any evangelistic responsibility.

When we worked among the Jews of Ethiopia, some members of our family were embarrassed because they realised that we were seeking to share the gospel with them. When we returned to work with CMJ In London, the Anglican Bishop in North London could not understand why, in his words, I wanted to convert Jews and he asked me not to spoil the good relationship he enjoyed with the chief Rabbi.

We face enormous challenges within our own Christian communities, quite apart from those within the Jewish communities. And we face the challenge that there are still 15 million Jewish people who do not know that the Messiah has come and died and risen again. One of the saddest comments I heard from a Rabbi was at a Passover Seder when he spoke of the coming of the Messiah. He said: “When the Messiah comes, it will be the first time for us and the second time for you.” 
We face great challenges and so did Moses when he was called to liberate the people of Israel, to challenge the authority of the most powerful man in the world, to lead 2 ½ million across the desert and create a nation out of a rabble of slaves. What I want us to consider this morning is how he reacted to that call and how he got so depressed when it did not work out as quickly as he thought it would.      

You are familiar with the story and we do not need to dwell on it for too long. One morning he was out in the wilderness with his flocks. It was just another day, just like yesterday and the day before that and the day before that. For months, for years, he had been living like this, leading his flocks through the inhospitable terrain, scouring the land for supplies of water and fresh pasture. He was on the far side of the Negev in a lonely spot. He got up in the morning. There was nothing unusual about the day. It was the same as any other. The sun was shining. The birds were singing. But that day his life was going to be transformed. An ordinary day was about to come an extraordinary day.

Moses was not looking for God. He was not on a spiritual quest. Not a pilgrim. Not 40 days of fasting & praying for guidance. Not looking for God but God was looking for him. Moses sees this bush which appears to be in fire but isn’t being burned up. So he goes to take a close look and God calls to him from the burning bush “Moses, Moses.” He calls Moses by his name. 
God explains who he is. V6 “I am the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” We may assume that Moses’ mother had raised him with stories of these patriarchs. So Moses knows exactly who it is that is addressing him. 
God says:¨”I have seen, I have heard.”  He is a God of compassion. God shares his concern with Moses. He wants Moses to be moved with the same compassion. 
Some of you were at the third Lausanne Consultation on World evangelization that was held in Cape Town in 2010. The Cape Town Commitment stated that the highest motive is a burning and passionate zeal for the glory of God and the Lord Jesus Christ. The second motive is obedience to the Great Commission. The third motive is our love for who are alienated from God and perishing. God wants us to share the 

compassion he feels.

God then tells Moses that he is the man who will liberate the Hebrews. “I am sending you.”  God does not just want Moses to listen. He wants him to act. 

1. Responding to God’s call
When Isaiah saw God in the Temple and God said: “Whom shall I send and who will go for us?” and his response was “Lord here am I. Send me.” When Jesus called James and John, they left their nets and followed him. Moses was less enthusiastic. 
First he said: “Who am I?” (11) Don’t look at me. I can’t. I am totally inadequate. We may often feel inadequate to fulfil the role you have been given. Paul felt inadequate. He was accused of being weak and ineffective and unimpressive. Many in the church at Corinth expected their leaders to be Omni-competent, highly successful and impressive. Paul did not pretend to be like that. “You are right,” he said. “I am weak. I am not adequate in myself. I am not competent in myself. We have this treasure in jars of clay.”
 “We do not have to worry about giving the right image or pretending to be Omni competent, people. It is OK to acknowledge that we are weak. When people say “I am inadequate” God never disagrees. He just says “You are looking in the wrong direction!”.

Then Moses says: “Who are you?”  (13) What is your name? Moses is not asking a trick question. He is not asking for a code. He is not asking for God’s private email address or twitter account. He is asking about God’s character. What kind of God are you? What are you going to do for us?

The answer Moses is given is not so much a theological or philosophical statement as a promise. God is saying to Moses “I will be everything you need me to be.” When you confront Pharaoh, when you reach the Red Sea, when you lead 2 million people though the Negev), I will be there and you will discover the kind of God I am. That’s an open promise, a blank cheque.
That is as true for us as it was for Moses, as we continue in ministry. God does not answer all our questions ahead of time. He does not calm all our fears. He just gives us his promise: “I will be all you need me to be.”

Moses then asks: “What about them?” (4:1) The people won’t believe me if I turn up after 40 years, with dust on my clothes, claiming to have seen a vision of God.” They’ll get the men in white coats to come and take me away.  That was not an unreasonable question to raise. So God gives him three signs to demonstrate God’s power.

God has given us his Holy Spirit so that we can be witnesses. The success of our ministry does not depend ultimately on our strategy, our experience, our publicity or our personality, but on the work of God’s Spirit. Unless the Lord builds the house, the workers labour in vain. 

Next, Moses complains that he can’t do the job (4:11). He does not have the requisite gifts. By implication he is criticising the God who made him. He is also implying that this encounter with God will make no difference whatsoever.  

Finally we get to the truth of the matter when he says “I won’t go. Please send someone else” (4:13). At this point God becomes angry. This is a salutary reminder that it is possible for us to make God angry if we consistently refuse to do as he asks. 

Moses faced a huge task. He could well have said: “It is mission impossible.” We may well be daunted by the responsibilities we have been given or by the task that we face. It is OK to express our fears to the Lord. His response is always the same. Yes, your responsibilities are great and the task is huge but I will be with you. That is all you need to know.  

So Moses somewhat reluctantly sets off to Egypt. He meets Aaron on the way. Together they gather the people and get a great reception
Coping with failure

Encouraged by that, Moses goes to meet Pharaoh. He stands before the king of Egypt and makes his request: “This is what the Lord, the God of the Israelites, says ‘Let my people go.” Pharaoh refuses to listen. “I do not know the Lord,” he replies, “and I will not let the people go.” He then imposes impossible demands on the Hebrew slaves, which they are unable to achieve. Their leaders are beaten, and complain to Moses: “This is your fault. We wish you had never come!” (5:21). 
Moses cannot understand why things have gone so badly wrong and cries to God: “Why? Why have you brought trouble on this people? Is this why you sent me? 23 Ever since I went to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has brought trouble on this people, and you have not rescued your people at all.” (5:22)
Moses has taken a huge risk in leaving the comfort and security of his home in Midian. He has done what God told him to do and it has all gone wrong. Now everyone is blaming him. How hard it is, as many of you know, to be rejected by your own. 

It is at this point that Moses is confused and depressed. Maybe you have been there.  You have done your best; you have tried to do what God wants. And yet it has gone wrong. You feel God has let you down. 

That happens to us sometimes. Feeling low is part of being human. God made us with the ability to laugh and cry, to be thrilled and to be disappointed. Many great characters in the Bible got depressed: Job, Elijah, Jeremiah, Peter. Paul writes: “We are hard-pressed on every side, perplexed, persecuted, struck down.” 
Why did Moses feel like thi? Perhaps he had unrealistic expectations. Perhaps he was expecting quick results, assuming all he needs to do is to march up to the king and the king would just agree. 
Perhaps he was spiritually naive. Perhaps he had not understood that was not just fighting against a human king but against the spiritual forces controlling Egypt. 

Perhaps he was too reliant on his own ability on his personality, his powers of persuasion or his connection with the royal family. Why does he not use powerful signs God has given him? 

Perhaps you have never felt depressed but you know someone who has. What can you do to restore them and build up their confidence? The next chapter and a half provide a great example of divine counselling. As Moses faces this crisis, God steps in to restore his confidence and put him back on his feet. Let me make some brief observations.
God gives him time. 
God is prepared to give time to Moses. The passage implies that God met with him on at least five separate occasions God does not try to sort out his emotional confusion in one long counselling session. He takes time to restore Moses’ confidence and equanimity. People need time and people need friends who will listen. 

God accepts him as he is.

God can rebuke us when it is necessary, but he can be gentle when he is dealing with those suffering or in pain. During this conversation with God, Moses repeatedly brings up his lack of eloquence. God has already assured Moses that it will be OK. He could have told Moses to stop worrying, but he says nothing. God  knows this is an area where Moses feels extremely vulnerable. 

God gives him grounds for hope 

He gently reminds Moses of some basic truths, of what he has done in the past, when he appeared to Abraham Isaac and Jacob. 

He then reminds Moses of the power he has at his disposal. He will perform signs and wonders the like of which had never been seen. He will bring his people out of slavery with “an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgement.”
Thirdly God reminds Moses of the promises he has made to his people - promises first given to Abraham and then repeated to each of the patriarchs. God promised to give them the land of Canaan and to make them a great nation. God makes it clear that he has not forgotten those promises and he now spells out what he will do in greater detail. 
“I will bring them out of Egypt, I will set them free, I will redeem them, I will take them as his people, I will be their God and I will bring them to the Promised Land.” 

God comes to someone who cannot understand what is happening to him, who is feeling confused and overwhelmed; to someone who has tried to do exactly what God asked him to do and it has backfired. Far from helping his people, it seems he has actually made matters worse!

 God listens to him, encourages him and restores his confidence. This shows us how God may gently restore us when we are going through hard times. We can reflect on what he has done for us and for others in the past. We can reflect more than anything else on what he has done for us in sending Yeshua ha Messiach to die for us. We can reflect on God’s character, that he is the one who can do far more than we can think or image. We can study his promises, how again and again he says: “Ask in my name and I will do it.” This passage gives us much encouragement when we feel low. It also gives us a model to follow when we are called to stand alongside members of our team who face discouragement or depression. 

